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***** China, the only Communist Party-led nation in the G-20 grouping of major economies, is in the midst of a sweeping set of political transitions
that began in 2011 and could conclude as late as 2014. The most important of the transitions is to take place at the next of the Party s quinquennial
national congresses, the 18th Congress, scheduled to open on November 8, 2012, and at a Central Committee meeting immediately afterwards, at
which the Party is to appoint a new General Secretary and a new collective leadership. Four months later, at the 12th National People s Congress in
March 2013, China is to appoint new State and National People s Congress leaders. The Party s new General Secretary, assumed to be Xi Jinping, is
expected to be named State President, while another member of the collective Party leadership, current Vice Premier Li Kegiang, is expected to be
named State Premier. So far unclear is whether China s current top leader, Hu Jintao, will give up his post overseeing China s military at the 18th
Party Congress, or whether he will retain the military job for two more years, until 2014.
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