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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Causes of
the Decline of the Roman Commonwealth: The Arnold Prize Essay for 1887 The fall or decline of a body politic, as it has o@en been pointed Out, is
solely the result of its own defects; and violence, to be truly successful, must be only the outward expression of internal mis chief. Save under this
condition, victory in reality rests with the vanquished even in their hour of defeat, - with the gallo-roman, for example, in France, and in Norman
England with the Saxon. Though the statement is doubtless a commonplace, the fact is of the highest importance; and specially so where, as in the
case of Republican Rome, the proximate cause of downfall is a genius such as that of Gains Julius, supplemented by the only less original talent of
Octavian, and where accordingly causes of revolution less personal, and therefore more radical, are only too easily over looked. We are too apt to
forget that that imperialism in which republican ideas found their euthanasia was not in any true sense the destroyer, and that Pharsalus, Thapsus
and Munda, Philippi and Actium were in fact battles fought over a dead Commonwealth. We stand in need of the reminder that the history of the
decline of the elder Rome is a study in pathology. But in thus limiting the inquiry we have really accomplished very little. Death from natural causes
is a large verdict which can never satisfy science. The autopsy, too, of a political organism is a process which has no perfect parallel in the details of
the dissecting-room. Diagnosis indeed is easy; for the symptoms of governmental paralysis, and of the derangement of economic and social
functions,...
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