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on demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Bachelor Thesis from the year 2014 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,0, University of Heidelberg (Anglistisches
Seminar), language: English, abstract: This thesis includes 171 pages of detailed linguistic corpus
analysis as well as 36 pages of running text examining the use of thou, thee, ye and you in Early
Modern English. The corpus I will use is the diachronic multi-genre Helsinki Corpus of English Texts,
which consists of 1 572 800 words. For my investigation of the subjective and objective second
person pronouns, I will consider all 2977 occurrences of thou, thee, ye and you (including their
alternative spellings) in the 126 Early Modern English text samples of private and official
correspondence. For this research, I will use private and official letters, since they are essentially the
only surviving text samples in which an individual is consistently addressed. I will first analyze the
use of the subjective and objective second person pronouns in private correspondence. More
precisely, I will determine how thou, thee, ye and you (and their alternative spellings) were used...
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