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1941 These times are the ancient times, when the world is ancient, and not those which we account ancient, online rttrogradQ by a computation
backwards from ourselves. 1 Francis Bacon. The whole succession of men through the ages should be considered as one man, ever living and
always learn ing Pascal. PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN PREFACE THIS book seeks to present, in simple form, the development of the conception of a
rational and interconnected material world. It considers, therefore, both physical and biological, but not psy chological, social, or abstract
mathematical problems. A natural pause is reached with the acceptance, in the nineteenth century, of that classical body of scientific doctrine
which is the normal foundation of modern scientific discipline. So elementary a work can indicate only a very few out of many lines of thought,
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Many reasons make this peculiarly true for science. In constructing this book I have felt, in particular, the lack of accepted precedents as to method.
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