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hearings are the principal formal method by which committees collect and analyze information in the early stages of legislative policymaking.
Whether confirmation hearings -- a procedure unique to the Senate -- legislative, oversight, investigative, or a combination of these, all hearings
share common elements of preparation and conduct. Senate Rule XXVI sets forth many of the hearing regulations to which committees must
conform, including the quorum requirement, advance submission of witness statements, the opportunity for minority party Senators to call
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