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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
**xxxx Excerpt from Doctor Vandyke: A Novel A man was sitting in a house on Gloucester Street, in Williamsburg, Virginia, about a hundred years ago,
busy at a very singular employment. In this lower world the inner character of men and things connects itself so mysteriously with their outward
appearance, that a pen-and-ink sketch is desirable of the room in which the person age we have introduced was sitting, and of the personage
himself. It was the front apartment of a small house, standing somewhat back from the street, in the midst of a small garden, given up chiefly to
flowers; and, as the season was autumn, the borders burned with prince s - feathers, asters, yellow primroses, and late geraniums. You approached
by a gravel-walk, mounted two stone steps, entered by a heavy door, or namented with an enormous brass lock, and, passing through an inner
door on the right, found yourself in the apartment mentioned. It was half sitting-room, half laboratory. A thick carpet, with lozenge-shaped figures
of black and red alternately, covered the floor, and some old, high - backed chairs rested against the dingy walls. In one corner was a walnut-wood
bookcase, containing an array of volumes, chiefly upon medical subjects, and these had overflowed upon the chairs and the carpet. On the tall
mantel-piece were jars, phials, retorts, and bones. It was plain that physiology was a favorite study of the owner of the mansion; and specimens of
the master-worm, man, in every stage of his physical development, from the embryo to the skeleton, dangling its legs and arms, and grinning
frightfully, met the eye on every hand. In the centre of the...
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