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**xxxx Excerpt from Aids in Library Work With Foreigners In the solution of our great national problem, the gravest before the American public, the
assimilation of the immigrant, the public library has a responsibility to assume and an important duty to perform. Thoughtful citizens are waking
up to the feeling that the problem increases in importance in that it is overstraining our powers of assimilation. When | visited the Immigrant Section
of the World in Boston, last year, I, too, was impressed with the immensity of the problem, almost into inactivity. It seemed to me useless to attempt
to Americanize these masses that are entering our country yearly, over a million in 1911, separated from us, as they are, by habit, ideas of life, and
language. Their ignorance of our language, our institutions, and standards of living, seemed to me to constitute a disadvantage both to them and
to the community in which they would settle that was too serious to admit of solution. But upon reflection | remembered that the public library
alone has not to solve the whole gigantic problem of immigration, but has simply to concentrate on the particular needs of its community, the
responsibility of which it will share with other existing educational agencies, the night school, Y. M. C. A,, and philanthropic societies, with which it
will co-operate and whose work it will supplement in this attempt at Americanizing an alien people. This paper is devoted to an effort toward a
better understanding and finer appreciation of these strangers in our land, for if we enlighten public sentiment and arouse sympathetic interest in
their welfare, we have gone far towards solving a difficult...
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