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***xx Scientific writing is recognized as a key ingredient in science and technology because of the need to share ideas and findings. According to
distinguished scientists writing paper may account for half the importance of scientific work. Indeed, successfully publishing papers is the primary
indicator of a scientist s performance. Yet students rarely receive any training in scientific writing. Their only way to learn the main components of a
paper and how papers are organized is by intuition, which is ineffective and inefficient, or by trial and error, which wastes a lot of their time and
hurts their confidence. Consequently, scientists often write papers with poor grammar and structure lacking clear focus. Many such papers do not
get published despite their valuable contributions. Having to communicate in English is necessary in today s world. English is the lingua franca of
science, and of the speedy communications we depend on, namely the Internet, the World Wide Web, social media, crowdsourcing, and other
information-sharing resources. The challenge to produce well-written papers is especially hard for non-native speakers of English, the majority of
scientists around the world. Effective scientific writing requires both mastery of the English language and proficiency in the specific academic genre.
Many years of teaching courses in scientific writing have taught us that the combination of the language barrier and the lack of knowledge of the
academic writing style can have a detrimental effect on the quality of writing produced by nonnatives in English. In many cases, students are unable
to identify their main difficulties and whether these are the result of the lack of English proficiency or their poor organization of ideas. Students

seldom realize that it...
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