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investigation -- Case studies. Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-063 February 1992 5 Elevators Although the elevator shafts did not contribute significantly to
smoke spread, some occupants used the elevators rather than stairways to evacuate the building. A single bank of two elevators served all floors
except the mechanical penthouse. At least one hotel guest reported that he left the building via an elevator after becoming aware of the fire. FIRE
PROTECTIoN FEATURES Standpipes The building was not equipped with automatic sprinklers. A standpipe for occupant use ( Class Il according to
NFPA 14, Standpipe and Hose Systems ) was provided. A single 6-inch riser supplied one hose station on each floor from the basement through the
fifth floor. Above the fifth floor the water supply split into two 4-inch risers to supply hose outlets on each floor. The mechanical penthouse had a
single hose station supplied from one of the 4-inch standpipe risers. Each hose station was equipped with 100 feet of 1-1 2-inch single-jacketed linen
fire hose and a plastic variable stream fog nozzle. Hose outlets consisted of national pipe standard threaded connec-tions, not national standard
fire hose thread as specified by NFPA 1963, Screw Threads and Gaskets for Fire Hose Connections. As a result, firefighters were unable to connect
their hoses directly to the standpipe outlets. During their initial attack, firefighters extended the occupant use hoseline with 50 feet of their own hose,
but the line disconnected when it was charged and they were forced to rely solely on the occupant use hose for the initial attack on the fire. The...
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