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BEYOND ENGINEERING: HOW SOC IET Y SHAPES T EC HNOLOGY (HARDBAC K)    

Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 1997. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.
We have long recognized technology as a driving force behind much historical and cultural change. The invention of the printing press initiated the
Reformation. The development of the compass ushered in the Age of Exploration and the discovery of the New World. The cotton gin created the
conditions that led to the Civil War. Now, in Beyond Engineering, science writer Robert Pool turns the question around to examine how society
shapes technology. Drawing on such disparate fields as history, economics, risk analysis, management science, sociology, and psychology, Pool
illuminates the complex, oDen fascinating interplay between machines and society, in a book that will revolutionize how we think about technology.
We tend to think that reason guides technological development, that engineering expertise alone determines the final form an invention takes. But if
you look closely enough at the history of any invention, says Pool, you will find that factors unrelated to engineering seem to have an almost equal
impact. In his wide-ranging volume, he traces developments in nuclear energy, automobiles, light bulbs, commercial electricity, and personal
computers, to reveal that the ultimate shape of a technology oDen has as much to do with outside and unforeseen forces. For instance, Pool
explores the reasons why steam-powered cars lost out to internal combustion engines. He shows that the Stanley Steamer was in many ways
superior to the Model T-it set a land speed record in 1906 of more than 127 miles per hour, it had no transmission (and no transmission headaches),
and it was simpler (one Stanley engine had only twenty-two moving parts) and quieter than a petrol engine-but the steamers were killed oH by
factors that had little or nothing...
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