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****x* AN INTRODUCTION TO PALEOBOTANY By CHESTER A. ARNOLD. PREFACE: The preparation of this book was motivated by a longfelt need for a
concise yet fairly comprehensive textbook of paleobotahy for use in American colleges and universities. Although se jftrate courses in paleobotany
are not offered in many institutionsfifr ssil plants are fre quently treated in regular courses in botany and aleontology. In these courses both student
and instructor are often compelled to resort to widely scattered publications, which are not always conveniently avail able. Lack of ready access to
sources of information has retarded instruction in paleobotany and has lessened the number of students specializing in this field. Another effect no
less serious hag bteen the frequent lack of appreciation by botanists and paleontologists yf the importance of fossil plants in biological and
geological science. The two works of reference principally used by British and American students of paleobotany within recent decades have been
Sewards Fossil Plants and Scotts Studies in Fossil Botany the former con sisting of four volumes, published - at intervals between 1898 and 191 7, and
the latter of two volumes, the last edition of which appeared in 1920 and 1923. Both are now put of print, and although they will continue to occupy
a prominent place among the great works in paleobotany, they are already in many respects obsolete. Since the publication of the last edition of
Scotts Studies, many new and important discoveries have been made, which have not only added greatly to our knowledge of fossil plants but
which have altered our interpretations of some of them. Many of the newer contributions have resulted from techniques scarcely known to the...
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