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*****The Ancillary Structures of the Dry Tortugas Light Station were built to accommodate the Light Keeper s, their families and the equipment and
supplies necessary to maintain the Lighthouse and support habitation in this remote location. The Light Station was originally constructed during a
period of transition and significant growth within the Lighthouse Establishment. As a result of hurricanes and fire several of the original support
buildings were destroyed. At various periods, advancements in technology and the need to modernize the Light Station have led to the site through
the NPS s Volunteer-In-Parks (VIP) modification of original structures and the addition of new facilities. The Light Station was manned by keepers or
caretakers from its initial construction through the mid-1980s when it was transferred from the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) to the National Park
Service (NPS). At this time, the lamp or lighthouse optic was automated, eliminating the need for continual occupation of the site. Under the Park
Service s management, public visitation to the Key has been limited however a relatively constant presence has been maintained at the program
and various research initiatives. In October 2008, Lord, Aeck Sargent was contracted by the National Park Service to prepare a Historic Structure
Report (HSR) for the resources of the Dry Tortugas Light Station. It was decided that three documents would be prepared, the first would address
the Lighthouse and Oil House, the second, the Keeper s Residence and the last document would address the remaining Ancillary Structures of the
Light Station. This document addresses the Ancillary Structures, including the Kitchen Building, Brick Cisterns, Boat House, New Oil House, Concrete
Cisterns, and Concrete Walkways. During the first week of...
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