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reading Of all the great cities in the world, few personify their country like New York City. As America s largest city and best known immigration
gateway into the country, NYC represents the beauty, diversity and sheer strength of the United States, a global financial center that has enticed
people chasing the American Dream for centuries. America s prototypical metropolis was once a serene landscape in which Native American tribes
farmed and fished, but when European settlers arrived its location on the Eastern seaboard sparked a rapid transformation. Given its history of
rapid change, it is ironic that the city s inhabitants oEen complain about the city s changing and yearn for things to stay the same. The website EV
Grieve, whose name plays on the idea that the East Village grieves for the history and character the neighborhood loses every day to market forces
and gentrification, regularly features a photo of some site, usually of little interest: an abandoned store, a small bodega, a vacant lot. The caption
says, simply, that this is what the site looked like on a given day. The editors of the website are determined to document everything and anything for
future generations. That is hardly a modern phenomenon. New Yorkers have always grieved over the city s continuous upheavals and ever-
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