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***x* Whether government ought to provide assistance to help parents send their elementary and secondary school children to out-of-district public
schools and/or private schools has become a recurring issue for Congress and state legislatures. One dimension of that issue concerns whether the
use of such assistance at private sectarian schools violates the part of the First Amendment to the Constitution providing that Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of religion . In numerous cases the Supreme Court has construed the establishment clause to impose constraints
on the provision of public aid to sectarian elementary and secondary schools. But the constraints are not absolute, and the Court s recent decisions
suggest that the constitutional constraints are loosening. Under the establishment clause direct public assistance to religious entities must be secular
in nature and limited to secular use. Prior to the Court s recent decisions, this requirement had made it very difficult for religious entities deemed to
be pervasively sectarian, such as religious elementary and secondary schools, to receive aid directly from the government, because religion was
presumed to pervade all of their activities. But the Court now appears to have abandoned that presumption As a consequence, such entities now
appear to be.
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