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***x*x* Excerpt from State of the Union: Speech of Hon. James M. Quarles, of Tennessee, Delivered in the House of Representatives, February 1, 1861
The House having under consideration the report from the select committee of thirty-three - Mr. Quarles said: Mr. Speaker: | have not sought the
floor in the vain belief that any feeble utterances of mine can stay the tide of events which is, | fear, bearing us with irresistible force into the
maelstrom of anarchy and civil war; but in the hope that | may possibly induce gentlemen on both sides of the House to pause and reflect before
they plunge our common country irrevocably into revolution and fraternal strife. Sir, | should be recreant to the high trusts which a generous and
patriotic constituency have confided to me, if | did not exert my every energy to allay the excitement which now unhappily pervades every section of
our country, and do every act which patriotism can prompt to give peace to our distracted land. This is not the time for disquisitions upon the
theory of our Constitution, or for refined and critical distinctions between the rights of the Federal Government and those reserved to the States.
Revolution actually exists, and we must deal with stern and unyielding facts. Six of our sister States have shot madly and hurriedly from their
accustomed orbits, and no longer revolve around our Federal governmental center. The sweet wreath of our Union has been unbound, universal
distrust and wide-spread pecuniary disaster pervades every circle of society and all the avocations of life; and it is the first and highest duty of a
patriot and Representative to address himself...
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