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**xxxx Excerpt from The Slavery Question The subject is one of great moment in its moral, social and political bearings, considered either in reference
to the slaves, their owners, or the country; and those who have the power and who are about to be called upon to decide upon this question, so far
as the interests of the parties in this commonwealth are concerned, should calmly and dispassionately investigate it in all its bearings, so that when
they come to act they may be prepared to act conscientiously and intelligently, and have no. occasion to repent of their action when it is too late to
undo it. Now we apprehend that there are thousands, even among our church members in this commonwealth, who, while they have fixed in their
minds how they will vote upon the subject, have never given it the calm and thorough investigation which it merits, and which it is necessary they
should do in order to a faithful discharge of their duty as Christians and good citizens. Their present determinations may be honestly intended, but
they may nevertheless result from political preferences, from early prejudices, or the local influences which persons and circumstances around
them have exerted upon them, while the merits of the question have occupied no part of their thoughts. Various persons have urged it upon us, as a
duty which we owed to the public, to come out and let our views be known, but for the reasons above stated, we have declined doing so. It has,
however, occurred to us that a mere statement of our views, as the result of our investigations of the abstract question of slavery both...
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