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22,1878 Nature, that it is necessary to approach my idea from more than one standpoint, and to illustrate it in more than one way. We all know that
the history of the Caucasian race, during the last three centuries, has been marked by a kind of intellectual development so entirely without
precedent that some might call it miraculous; in fact, by such a development of the understanding of the course of nature as has revolutionized
human society in many of its phases. You also know that this development has been marked by frequent collisions of opinion between the
investigators of the material manifestations of nature on the one side (if | may be allowed to use the expression), and philosophers and theologians
on the other, respecting the true theory of the course of nature. My desire in entering this field is to act the part of the peacemaker rather than that
of a combatant, not sustaining any other propositions than those which are actually believed in by the large majority of educated men at the
present time; but the confusion of thought on this subject, to which I have just alluded, is so great that, although | may combat no opinions actually
held, it may be necessary to greatly modify their application, and to criticise the forms in which they have found expression. The key-note of my
discourse is found in a proposition which is fundamental in the history of modern science, and without a clear understanding of which everything |
say may be entirely...
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