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***x*x* Excerpt from The Labor Problem and the Social Catholic Movement in France: A Study in the History of Social Politics Not until quite recently,
in the United States, has anything like general public attention been directed to one of the most powerful and interesting of contemporary
movements toward the solution of the insistent problem of labor unrest. There is a real need for an impartial historical study of this movement and
a critical analysis of the forces which lie behind it. Such a need the present narrative does not pretend to satisfy completely; but it is hoped that even
a preliminary survey, such as this, will be of interest to those who concern themselves with the grave social and economic problems now
confronting political democracy. The movement in question, - generally known as the Social Catholic movement, - has expanded so rapidly in the
last few decades that it may now be regarded as a force comparable in magnitude and in power to international Socialism, or to Syndicalism, or to
the cooperative movement. On the eve of the Great War, Social Catholicism was represented by organizations in every civilized country where there
was any considerable Catholic population. Its adherents were numbered by tens of millions; a host of journals, reviews, year-books, economic
treatises, manuals, and millions of tracts were preaching its doctrines; it had apologists in the universities and representatives in the legislatures of
many European and several American states; its propaganda was growing by leaps and bounds. It had already taken its place as second or third
among the great international movements for social reform. Moreover, thanks to authoritative endorsements by papal encyclicals, and thanks to...
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