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***x* Excerpt from Publication of Yale University, Vol. 46: Studies in Cervantes Persiles Y Sigismunda Ill It contained long and striking voyages over
unknown seas, shipwrecks and strange encounters, fierce and bloody combats, timely escapes, projects and schemes subject at every turn to ill
fortune, but crowned at last by a successful issue; it had, above all, an episode of love and passion in the tragic story of Dido, which has awakened
interest in all ages. So the excellence of Virgil s romance was bound to be recognized at a time when its peculiar sentiments must have been widely
intelligible; when its martial passages would appeal to those fond of the romances of chivalry, and its pathos to those who favored the sentimental
love-story. Virgil had come down through the centuries with undiminished fame; in the schools of the Roman Empire he had been considered the
foremost Latin classic, a rank which his perfection of diction and his charm of genuine and deep sentiment had assured him from the outset. During
the dreary stretch of the Middle Ages, grammarians, scholastics and rhetoricians found in him a fruitful source for their numerous but dissimilar
teachings; even at the very ebb-tide of learning, during the dark ages, he continued to be a large factor in whatever culture was left in the schools,
all of which was no doubt due to the fact that his name and fame had been handed down as a tradition among all the peoples who had inherited
Roman civiliza- notably of the fourth book, on the Greek romances would be difficult to trace and Rohde does not consider it in his great work, Der
griechische Roman...
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