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Industrial Chemistry, Agricultural Research Administra tion, United States Department of Agriculture.) Several specific projects dealing with the
general problems just listed have already been started by the United States Department of Agriculture and the State experiment stations. When this
work was initiated it was realized that investigators would need to know what research had been done previously on the wide variety of problems of
interest to the potato industry. Because the field of research in the program is foreign to that which has engaged most attention of potato
investigators heretofore and many of these workers may not have ready access to the extensive library facilities available in the United States
Department of Agriculture, the administrative advisors who supervise regional research projects conducted by the State experiment stations
recommended that the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, andagri cultural Engineering be given the responsibility for preparing a digest of recent
literature dealing with the physical handling of horticultural crops in the postharvest period. This resulted in the establishment of a project under
the Research and Marketing Act for that specific purpose. This digest of literature pertaining to potatoes is the first in the series contemplated in this
project. In conformity with the requests of the committee of administrative advisors of the State experiment stations, it is purposely confined very
largely to the physical and biological rather than the economic aspects that are usually presented in considering the marketing of agricultural
commodities. It is further limited by excluding most of the ma terial dealing with fundamental plant physiology of potatoes and the chemistry...
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