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***xx Excerpt from The Campaign in Virginia and Maryland: June 26th to Sept, 20th, 1862; Cedar Run, Manassas, and Sharpsburg The writing of
history is always a delicate, and generally a thankless, task. It is, then, only with diffidence that the present volume is offered for the perusal of the
public; for on any question of historical fact, still more of criticism, there may, and indeed must, be two opinions. Hence, in the latter department at
least, that of comment, no care, however scrupulous, no investigation, however thorough, can prevent some people disagreeing with the views put
forward. The most the historian can effect is to present to the reader all the available facts, and then leave him to form his own judgment. Such a
procedure does not exclude comment, but renders it suggestive and stimulating rather than final. Much depends, in this respect, on the point of view
from which one sets out. The writer has no doubt that readers and students of Hamley (at present our only strategical text-book) will profoundly
disagree with much of what is here put down. He himself considers that Hamley, though good enough for its purpose when first published, has by
now become absolutely useless, and indeed harmful, for anyone who really wishes to learn strategy. What can be more absurb, for instance, than to
put down Napoleon s splendid success in the Ulm campaign to the fact that he possessed an angular base, formed by the lines of the Rhine and the
Maine? About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten...
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