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industries over the course of many decades. Robert E. Hartley and David Kenney have made a useful addition to that history in their collaborative
monograph Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters. Hartley and Kenney present a detailed account of these two mine
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This comprehensive history is both academically sound and interesting to read. The voices of the historical actors are present throughout the
narrative, making this a work of history that could appeal to a popular audience as well as to students of Illinois and labor history. The authors set
the context for the Centralia and West Frankfort mine disasters with a brief history of mining in the United States, but most appropriately in Illinois.
They examine the early coal industry in the state, its first workers and communities, mining accidents, and union organization. John L. Lewis and
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