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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 edition. Excerpt: . . . furnished monthly by one of these companies after beginning work,
in June, 1864, at a cost to the consumer of 80 per ton instead of 120, the price asked previously for salt imported from California. 6 In the conduct of
this business an interesting trial was made of the comparative efficiency of camels and mules as pack animals in the Nevada deserts. On level, well-
beaten trails the camels traveled as rapidly as mules, and over plains of deep sand as fast as oxen on a good road. Their average load was slightly
under 450 pounds, which was nearly double the weight of an ordinary mule pack. 1 The cost of their fodder was small, as they ate greedily all kinds
of grass, thistles, tules, and willows, and were particularly fond of the acrid griswood. Yet their substitution for mules was not a pronounced success,
for they disliked to travel on stony mountain paths, which formed part of the route, and could hardly be urged forward by blows and curses. Their
feet were cut by the sharp pebbles and alkali dust inflamed the sores, the rudely fitting pack-saddles chafed their backs and painful blisters were
frequently formed. 2 Drivers who would care for their mules with some pride and anxiety allowed the tired camels to shift for themselves, sneeriug
at them as misshapen brutes imported by the whim of some theorist, and the poor creatures were even less liked by travelers generally, whose
mules and...
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