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and Professor of Psychology in the University of Oxford LONDON METHUEN CO. LTD. NEW YORK JOHN WILEY SONS INC, PREFACE THIS BOOK WAS
begun in 1934 at the suggestion of Professor F. C. Bartlett. 1 The first draJ was practically finished when war broke out, and for various reasons the
book had to be laid aside for nearly ten years. The whole manuscript has now been revised and a good deal of it rewritten. Those who have read the
manuscript in duplicated form at various stages have made many suggestions about its content. Some, for instance, have urged that the section on
the Wiirzburgers, which now occupies three chapters, should be deleted or at least shortened. Others have been equally urgent that these chapters
should be leJ intact. With the exception of some pruning where the argument seemed to have become diKuse, the Wiirzburg chapters have been leJ
substantially as they were originally written, and for the following reasons. The contribution of this group still stands in its own right as the most
massive, sustained, and acute experimental attack on the problem of thought. It is true that the vocabulary, and behind it the general theory,
employed by these men is now out of date, and that for this reason their work oJen seems arid and devoid of significance for modern psychology.
But actually they were concerned with a set of general problems that are still very much alive to-day. Of these, the most important can thus be
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