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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 494 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.0in.Excerpt from St. Nicholas,
Vol. 15: An Illustrated Magazine for Young Folks; Part I, November, 1887, to April, 1888In the Department or the Meuse, in northwestern France, is the
little farming village of Damvillers, a mere handful of cottages dropped in the inside of rolling plains which are dotted with vineyards and ruled off
by straight rows of slender poplars. The well in the village square is the morning meeting-place of women who clatter over live stones in their
wooden shoes to fill their water pails. Presently you may see the men leaving their cottage doors on their way to work among the vines or in the
potato-fields outside the village. Between their fields and their cottages they spend their lives. These peasants do not go away from home. They care
most for the prospects of their crops. Their only time of merrymaking is the village fete. They arc interested in what they can see, and understand,
and handle. But, strangely enough, among them grew up a peasant, one of themselves, whose eyes were keen enough to see that this out-of-door
life was beautiful; that these figures laboring in the fields were endowed with a nobility of their own, and that the orchards and vineyards and grassy
pastures of Damvillers were pictures in themselves. | suppose that no other of the peasants ever thought whether their life was beautiful or not. They
were obliged to work hard, and when the work was done, they were hungry and tired, and that was all. Now. this young peasant, who was never so
hungry or tired as to forget the beauty of the scenes around him. lived exactly like the others. He was born, it...
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