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Through hard work - the hard work of state and local educational leaders we will ensure that every child regardless of race, economic background,
ability or geography has access to first class education. No Child Left Behind reflects the four pillars of President Bushs education reform agenda -
accountability in testing, flexibility in local control, funding that works and expanded parental option. No Child Left Behind requires annual testing
of public school students in reading and math in grades 3 through 8, report cards for par-ents on school achievement levels, improved teacher
quality re-quirements that ensure all of our students are being taught by qualified teachers and public school choice supplemental service op-tions
for parents with children in underachieving schools. Improving education by increasing options for parents and stu-dents is top priority for
Republicans in Congress. School choice of-fers proven results of better education not only for children en-rolled in specific plans but also for
children whose public schools benefit from increased competition. We are believers in competi-tion. Currently more affluent parents already have
school choice because they have the ability to send their children to the best schools available, including moving to a better neighborhood. Low
income parents are all too often forced to keep their children trapped in underachieving and dangerous schools that do not teach and do not
change. These students should have an escape route. Giving parents new options to achieve greater choice and competi-tion in their childs
education is the critical next step in education reform not only for thousands of disadvantaged students but also for struggling schools and districts.
Our educational system should serve the students. The students are important, not the...
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