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Sustainable Fuels and Chemicals Act of 1999 and Biomass Research: Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Risk Management, Research, and
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1999Wyndmoor, pa, and our other regional laboratories in New Orleans and Albany, ca. Another product that is making significant progress is
biodiesel. Biodiesel, as well as lubricants, chemicals, and solvents produced from agricultural fats and oils, oCer another opportunity to sup plant
petroleum derivatives. In doing so, an expanded market for agricultural fats and Oils may develop, providing farmers with high-volume markets for
high-value, non-food products. Like ethanol, biodiesel has a positive net energy balance. This high energy eCiciency translates to a much lower
emission of greenhouse gases compared to petroleum-based fuels. Usda conducted a study with the Department of Energy at our National
Renewable Energy Laboratory that found the use of bio diesel reduces net carbon dioxide emissions by 78 percent relative to petroleum diesel.
Selected niche market opportunities for biodiesel are emerging. As a result of the legislation passed last year, Federal agencies can use biofuels,
blending 20 percent mixture of biodiesel with the reg ular diesel, and receive a credit against alternative fuel vehicle purchases. About the
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