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Throughout history, the military and the media have shared a somewhat strained relationship, and during the Vietnam War, that relationship was
showcased daily via television broadcasts across the United States. It was the first time military leaders had to deal with intense media scrutiny.
Therefore, the military blamed the media for many of the problems during Vietnam, and that negative sentiment carried over into conflicts in
Grenada, Panama, and the first Gulf War. The Department of Defense (DoD) tried to improve media access during all of these conflicts, but negative
attitudes in regards to the media remained persistent among top U.S. military leaders. Even though DoD established the embedded media program
in 2003 to give the media almost unfiltered access to U.S. troops in combat, it has only resulted in minor improvements to the military-media
relationship. The problem is that throughout history the military-media relationship has hindered news coverage and negatively aGected the
public's opinion of combat operations. Using the problem and solution research methodology I traced military-media relationships throughout
history during combat operations in Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, the first Gulf War, and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and found that it did have
an eGect on news coverage and public opinion. To bolster this relationship, increase news coverage, and improve positive public opinion I
recommend that DoD include media embeds from military training up and throughout combat operations, fund the media embeds, and give them
greater access to combat plans and operations. 36 pp. Englisch.
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