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Potomac had suffered more casualties during the campaign than Robert E. Lee had in his entire Army of Northern Virginia at the start of May.
Understandably, the American public was shocked by the carnage, and to this day Grant has been accused of being a butcher, but attrition had
become a vital war aim for the North, and Grant remained undeterred. Refusing to attack Lee in frontal assaults, and aware that Lee dared not
venture out to counterattack, Grant nearly captured Richmond in mid-June by stealing a march on Lee s army and crossing the James River. The
fog of war, poor luck, and a skillful impromptu defense by P.G.T. Beauregard stopped Grant from taking Petersburg, which was a critical railroad
hub and supply line for Richmond, before Lee s army could confront, thereby saving the Confederacy for the time being. The two armies began to
dig in around Petersburg, and unbeknownst to them they would be there for the next 9 months, constructing elaborate trenches and engaging in
the kind of warfare that would be the forerunner of World War...
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