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**xxx Excerpt from The Vine: A Volume From the Symbolist Press Paul paused at the door and gazed with rapture at the sun sinking behind the black
woods; the deep, wine-coloured glow was reflected in his eyes as though hidden fires had leapt into flames of ecstasy. The brown, decaying scents of
autumn filled the hushed air; a grey mist came creeping up the hillside, and a poignant sadness stole over him as he thought of the departed glories
of summer. A faint wind sighed through the trees and some leaves pattered up the path. He turned to go in. The crescent moon was shimmering
palely above the house; it seemed cold and sinister, and he shuddered involuntarily as he entered. He was glad to be inside the cosy lamp-lit
drawing-room. A log fire was burning brightly, and the crackling wood filled the atmosphere with a faint, bitter-sweet aroma, with which mingled
the fragrance of hot tea and toast. The red curtains drawn over the window enhanced the warmth of the room, and a pleasant languor came over
his tired limbs as he lay back hi the yielding arm-chair and stretched his feet to the cheerful blaze. His father was talking of the visit he had made
that day to Great Baddow, the nearest market town, and his mother occasionally interposed a quiet remark, or refilled his cup with fresh tea. It was
all very cosy and peaceful, and as his parents talked, he reflected how glorious was the contrast between his former holidays, usually spent in a dull
London suburb, and these days of endless happiness. Whiston Eaves was a rambling old house; its ivy-covered walls, quaint...
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