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***x* Excerpt from The Poor and the Land: Being a Report on the Salvation Army Colonies in the United States and at Hadleigh, England With
Scheme of National Land Settlement Perhaps it will be as well to begin this Fore-word or Introduction with a very brief summary of the Report itself
in the hope that the reader may be sufficiently interested thereby to be induced to attempt the effort of a more intimate acquaintance with its
substance. In February of the present year, on the initiative of the Rhodes Trustees who contributed a sum of money to meet expenses, | was
nominated a Commissioner by the Secretary of State for the Colonies and despatched to the United States for the purpose of inspecting three land
settlements which have been established in that country by the charitable and social Organisation known as the Salvation Army, viz., in California,
not very far from San Francisco, in Colorado, and in Ohio respectively. The object of this investigation is very clearly set out in the second
paragraph of my letter of commission, which runs: - It appears to the Secretary of State that, if these experiments are found to be successful, some
analogous system might, with great advantage, be applied in transferring the urban populations of the United Kingdom to different parts of the
British Empire. Further, | was authorised, in the event of the experiments by the Salvation Army recommending themselves to me, to include in my
report any practical suggestions that might occur to me, as to the means and methods whereby the example can best be turned to use in
connection with the projected transfer of urban populations of...
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