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*****.Excerpt from Quarterly Publication of the Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, Vol. 8: January-March, Relation of Southern Ohio to the
South During the Decade Preceding the Civil War The aim of this study is to ascertain as nearly as possible what forces were tending to bind the
people of the southern part of Ohio with those of the slave states just south of the Ohio river: to approximate the strength of such forces, and by
means of these, to produce a key which will enable us to see the situation as men saw it two generations ago. By southern Ohio we mean that part
of the state which lies south of the old National Road. This line is selected because for many years it was to Ohio politics what Mason and Dixon s line
was to national politics - a line of cleavage. Although sectionalism is not our theme, yet it seems necessary at the outset to point out that on the
slavery question in the state were those whose views ranged from a desire for a qualified form of slavery to immediate abolition. Ohio is at once the
home of the Western Reserve and the Virginia Military District - the former settled by New Englanders whose hatred for slavery was deep seated, the
latter populated mainly by sons of the South, especially from Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina. To be sure, some of these settlers
came here to escape from the curse of slavery, and were its bitter opponents. This is especially true of the Quakers who left for free soil. On the other
hand many - a large majority - because of kinship,...
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