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***x*x* Excerpt from Snake and Sword: A Novel When Colonel Matthew Devon de Warrenne, V.C, D.S.0., of the Queen s Own (118th) Bombay Lancers,
pinned his Victoria Cross to the bosom of his dying wife s night-dress, in token of his recognition that she was the braver of the twain, he was not
himself. He was beside himself with grief. Afterwards he adjured the sole witness of this impulsive and emotional act, Major John Decies, never to
mention his damned theatrical folly to any living soul, and to excuse him on the score of an ancient sword-cut on the head and two bad sun-strokes.
For the one thing in heaven above, on the earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth, that Colonel de Warrenne feared, was breach of good
form and stereotyped convention. And the one thing he loved was the dying woman. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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