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remains almost exactly in the same state as it was when finished about 1C90 for Queen Mary, who, perhaps, as well as Queen Anne, used it as a
private dining room. It is, indeed, a very characteristic example of one of Wrens comfortable and eminently habitable rooms. The protruding
doorway in the right-hand corner, the picturesque recess on the left-hand side of the fireplace, and the porchlike treatment of the similar recess on
the other side--where is the doorway into the Queens Closet--all show how the accidents of construction and convenience may be so judiciously laid
hold of, as to render what would otherwise have been a mere uninteresting commonplace room, a charmingly homelike and picturesque one. Such
an example as this of Wrens artistic adaptability should be a most valuable object-lesson to modern builders, who, when not planning exactly
rectangular rooms, go to the other extreme of straining after a designed and artificial quaintness. The coved ceiling, rising from behind the oak
cornice, adds greatly to the apparent height of the room. The dimensions are: 17 feet 9 inches long by 14 feet wide. It was in this and the similar
adjoining rooms that took place those many curious intimate conversations between Queen Anne and the Duchess of Marlborough, both when Mrs.
Morley and her dear Mrs. Freeman, were all in all to each other, and also when Atossa vainly...
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