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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1857 Excerpt: .The undisputed sovereignty of the Lower House depends but in part
on legal or historical doctrines. The power is derived not merely from the constituency, but from the personal reputation of its leaders, from the
social position of a large portion of its members, and from the identification of the entire body with the wealthier and more highly-educated classes.
Even in America, the obscure delegates who fill the House of Representatives take little share in the government of the country. The Senate, on the
other hand, is powerful, because its members are eminent; and the senator from Vermont or from Delaware commands equal attention with the
mouthpiece of the millions of New York. The people cannot govern, even by its nominees, except on condition of choosing qualified rulers. The
national sympathy and support, which constitute the true strength of representative assemblies, would never attend on a body of adventurers and
of demagogues. Universal suffrage would by no means imply universal submission to the objects of the popular choice. In our own country,
notwithstanding the jests of satirists, the House of Commons approximately represents the dominant opinion of the nation. Landowners,
manufacturers, merchants, and lawyers, with some miscellaneous admixture, administer public affairs in Parliament, as they control all important
business out-of-doors. The prelates, barons, and great men of the realm, still enjoy an honorary mention in writs of summons; because they once
constituted the ruling class, of which they now only form a fraction. The present constitution...
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