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The precise date for the composition of Shakespeare's 'The Merchant of Venice' is unknown
(Cerasano 97), but it must have been written 'sometime between 1596 and 1598' (Gross 19). It was
first printed in 1600 (Cerasano 2), with the title: 'The most excellent History of the Merchant of
Venice. With the extreame crueltie of Shylocke the Iewe towards the sayd Merchant, in cutting a iust
pound of his fleshe: and the obtayning of Portia by the choyse of three chests. As it hath beene
divers times acted by the Lord Chamberlaine his servants' (Alexander 8). This title might give the
one or other reader food for thought. It implies that Shakespeare's contemporaries must have seen
the play, especially the character Shylock, 'in dissimilar terms' from us nowadays (Cerasano 55).
The following work will shed some light on the changes in reception and interpretation of 'The...
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