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expression of a given conception of the world, which determined the relations of heaven and earth and the duties of the faithful towards the gods.
Hence they were bound to change in conformity with the evolution of physical or metaphysical ideas. If Greek thought could receive certain
impulses or suggestions from the temples of Syria and Egypt, it invaded them in turn as a conqueror: and Stoicism in particular certainly gave to
them more than it received from them. The great intellectual movement of which Posi-donius was not so much the initiator as the most illustrious
representative, undoubtedly combined devotion and philosophy, but it also introduced philosophy into devotion. The learned and mystic system of
doctrine, which Manilius and others preached under Tiberius, imposed itself on all Western paganism in the course of the following centuries; and
we may say, making allowance for certain modifications, that this half-scientific, half-religious system, which was established in the Alexandrine
period, continued to be the theology of the mysteries up to the time of their disappearance, even after the advent of Neo-Platonism. 3 Corp. Inscr.
Lat., v., 5893. As a characteristic production of this medley of ideas may be quoted those Chaldean Oracles,1 whose origin is still a mystery, but
which appear to have been compiled in the second century of our era. In these works of fantastic mysticism, in which the whole Neo-Platonic school
saw the revelation of supreme...
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