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Sussex Academic Press, United Kingdom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The idea of a divided Spain, where
one half is antagonistic to the other half, dates back at least to the 19th-century Spanish satirist Mariano Jose de Larra who, in his essay All Souls
Day 1836, wrote Here lies half of Spain. It died of the other half. The narrative of las dos Espanas is evident across many political and historical
debates operating in the Spanish state, and contemporarily it shadows and informs national issues from Catalan independence to the teaching of
history in schools. But it is most polemical in debates concerning the issue of terror in all its manifestations. Las dos Espanas takes a
multidisciplinary approach in understanding narratives of terror in contemporary Spain, in an attempt to contextualise terrorism socially and
politically, as well as ideologically. Selective case studies of terror related events in the Spanish state will include the long-running Basque conflict,
the state-sponsored death squad (GAL) scandal in the 1980s, the March 2004 terrorist attacks in Madrid, and other terror episodes. The author
argues that these terror-related events can be re-read in terms of traces and links to long-standing historical narratives. However, since the onset of
the global economic crisis in 2009, and its devastating effect on Spanish society, narratives of economic crisis have begun to supersede narratives of
terror in the construction of the two Spains. The conclusion drawn is that the narrative of las dos Espanas still has the power to continue to divide
Spain ideologically in political discourse. Terror and crisis narratives are intertwined with the narrative of las dos Espanas to provide a coherent
argument that allows one to better understand the subversive nature of contemporary Spanish politics. Published in association with the Canada
Blanch Centre...
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