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compared to that of primary cobalt make recycling and cobalt recovery economic and desirable. Concern over potential supply disruptions that
could result from a high dependence on imports from uncertain supply sources has encouraged recycling and metal recovery as a way to diversify
the sources of raw materials for the production of cobalt and tungsten chemicals, metals, and end products. Additional factors that play a role in
promoting cobalt recycling and recovery include the desire to conserve resources and energy, to reduce mining and mineral processing wastes and
the costs of disposing of these wastes and of used products, to reduce levels of such hazardous materials as cadmium in NiCd batteries from the
environment, and to demonstrate an environmentally responsible image; environmental regulations; and periodic increases in the price of cobalt.
World cobalt consumption is expected to continue to increase in coming years. Since most cobalt products can be recycled, the availability of
cobalt-bearing scrap is also expected to increase. Future increases in the supply of primary cobalt could negatively impact the amount of cobalt
that will be recycled. Cobalt production has been increasing in recent years and is anticipated to continue to increase at a faster rate than that of
cobalt demand. The likely response to a growing market surplus would be a generally downward trend in cobalt prices ( Shedd, 2001, p. 20. 8 ). The
combined effect of a surplus of primary cobalt and low cobalt prices would impact the economics of some recycling and cobalt recovery processes.
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