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Olives denial through the message to Jean at the close of the last Ranch Girls book, 136 Jacqueline was still firmly convinced that her friend felt so
great an affection for Frank Kent that it was influencing her whole life. Did it not explain why she absolutely refused to consider Donald Harmons
proposal of marriage, in spite of Dons devotion and her grandmothers expressed desire Moreover, even if Olive did not like Donald sufficiently well
to consider marrying him, why should she insist that she intended devoting her future to teaching the Indian children To Jack Ralston such a career
suggested pure martyrdom. Olive might do anything else in the world that she liked, even if her grandmother left her no inheritance. For there was
Miss Winthrop, who regarded Olive almost as a daughter and who would do everything possible for her. She might have almost any happiness and
yet Olive actually talked as if she meant to do what she had so long said she intended as soon as she was a few years older and the proper
arrangements could be made. Jack bit her lips until they positively hurt. Actually she felt a shiver of repugnance at the idea of going away with
Frank to every happiness if her going involved leaving her dearest friend to such a fate. Could she ever 137 really be happy with this thought in the
back of her mind No, Jack decided once again that she was far stronger than Olive and better able to look after herself and to bear, if need be, both
loss and loneliness. Besides, had she not had many joys in the past and Olive...
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