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*****This report provides an overview and analysis of U.S.-Yemeni relations amidst evolving political change in Yemeni leadership, ongoing U.S.
counterterrorism operations against Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) operatives in Yemen s hinterlands, and international efforts to
bolster the country s stability despite an array of daunting socio-economic problems. Along with determining how best to counter terrorist threats
emanating from Yemen, Congress and U.S. policy makers also may consider the priority level and resources that should be accorded to attempts to
stabilize Yemen and to establish and maintain strong bilateral relations with Yemeni leaders. On November 23, 2011, after eleven months of protests
and violence that claimed over 2,000 lives, then-President Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen signed on to a U.S.-backed, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)-
brokered transition plan. In line with the plan, Yemen held a presidential election in February 2012 with one consensus candidate on the ballot-
former Vice President Abed Rabbo Mansour al Hadi. President Hadi took office in February 2012 shortly after his election. He remains in office, but
his power may be circumscribed by former president Saleh and his allies, who appear intent on undermining Yemen s transition. A presidential
decree extends President Hadi s term, likely until at least until February 2015. Many Administration officials have declared that Al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula, the Yemen-based terrorist organization that has attempted several attacks on the U.S. homeland, presents the most potent
threat among Al Qaeda s remaining affiliates. In recent years, the Administration and Congress have committed greater resources to
counterterrorism and stabilization efforts there. Amid debate over the accomplishments and objectives of U.S. military and intelligence operations
in Yemen, President Obama has suggested...
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