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There are certain facts in history which the world tries hard to forget and ignore. These facts get in the way of some of the world s favourite
theories, and are highly inconvenient. The consequence is that the world shuts its eyes against them. They are either cut dead as vulgar intruders, or
passed by as tiresome bores. Little by little they sink out of sight of the students of history, like ships in a distant horizon, or are leE behind, like a
luggage-train in a siding. Of such facts the subject of this lecture is a vivid example: --The Burning of our English Reformers; and The Reason Why
they were Burned.- It is fashionable in some quarters to deny that there is any such thing as certainty about religious truth, or any opinions for
which it is worth while to be burned. Yet, 300 years ago, there were men who were certain they had found out truth, and content to die for their
opinions.-It is fashionable in other quarters to leave out all the unpleasant things in history, and to paint everything of a rose-coloured hue. A very
popular history of our English queens hardly mentions the martyrdoms of Queen Mary s days. Yet Mary was not called -Bloody Mary- without
reason, and scores of Protestants were burned in her reign.-Last, but not least, it is thought very bad taste in many quarters to say anything which
throws discredit on the Church of Rome. Yet it is as certain that the Romish Church burned our English Reformers as it is that we are assembled in
St. James s Hall. These difficulties meet me face to face as I walk up...
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