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*xx*x* Excerpt from The Republic of Esthonia and Private Property A new state has arisen from the turmoil of war and revolution. The forces to which
it owes its birth were the people s desire for national self-determination and the interest with which the victors in the World War promoted the
formation of border states. Once created, the new state must defend its existence. To do this, it is not enough to have the protection of powerful
friends, but the development of the inner life of the state itself must be such as to preserve its vigor and vitality. The inner life of the young republic
of Esthonia shows great diversity: from racial differences, from conflicting party interests, from economic calamities and struggles spring problems
that are not easily solved. One fact, however, stands out with marked impressiveness from the multitude of questions - the attitude which the new
state affects toward the historical rights of ownership. The sense of ownership is intensified in the measure in which civilization progresses,
civilization which develops ever new relations between man and object. Law steps in and, with paternal care, builds a protective wall around
possession, transforming it into private property. The individual has mastery over the object, but is, in turn, himself controlled to a certain extent by
the object. This interrelation becomes all the more intimate, as the individual comes to regard his inanimate surroundings as his personal sphere of
life. Nowhere is this more the case than where a man owns real estate. Man becomes attached to the piece of soil he owns, the latter becomes an
integral part of his personal being, and in this sense he...
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