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STATEMENT OF STEPHEN A. TONY EDSON, DEPUTY ASSIST-ANT SECRETARY FOR VISA SERVICES, BUREAU OF CON-SULAR AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF
STATE DSON Mr. E. Thank you, Chairwoman Sanchez, Ranking Member Souder and distinguished Members of the subcommittee. | am de-lighted to
be here this morning and appreciate this opportunity to discuss the role the Department of State plays in the Visa Waiver Program and the
Electronic System for Travel Authorization under the new legislative requirements of section 711 of the Imple-menting the 9 11 Commission
Recommendations Act of 2007. We welcome the congressional initiative to modernize the VWP and the passage of the 9 11 Act last summer,
particularly the addi-tional VWP security measures. The new law not only strengthens the security framework of the program, but it also creates a
path for expansion for the Visa Waiver Program to include some of our closest allies. These enhancements will help secure U. S. borders and
promote a safer international travel environment. As my DHS colleagues have noted, the USG is negotiating memoranda of understanding with all
VWP governments, both ex-isting and prospective. The USG has now signed MOUs with eight VWP roadmap countries and is negotiating one with
Greece. We will be negotiating similar agreements with the current VWP coun-tries next. We are working closely on the second part of the MOU
process, the expansion of information-sharing with VWP members and aspi-rant countries. Terrorist and criminal information-sharing is a high
priority. As part of the Department of States responsibility to obtain ter-rorist screening information from...
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