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*****.Excerpt from Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History, Vol. 7: 1859 to 1861 A number of these chrysalids were kept, in order to
ascertain if they would undergo metamorphosis, and, if so, whether the perfect insects would be healthy and vigorous; some were kept two months,
at the end of which time they were accidentally lost, undergoing no change, remaining however in a perfect state of preservation and full of pulp; a
number of small flies, apparently not ichneumons, which gained access to them, died almost immediately, as was supposed from having fed upon
them - the empty shells of other chrysalids found about the room showed that some had been metamorphosed, as none but the arsenically-fed
larvae had been admitted to the apartment. Experiments made to determine how large a quantity of arsenic might be contained in flesh without
rendering it unfit for the food of these larvae, were not very satisfactory, from the hardening of the tissue by solutions of this substance preventing
the deposition of the eggs; eggs developed in such tissue bring forth living worms, which in his experiments died in six or eight hours. The adult flies
perished in great numbers, while depositing the eggs upon the poisoned flesh. Jaeger (quoted by Orfila, Toxicologic I. 379) alludes to the fact that
larvae of flies live a little longer than the perfect insects, when arsenious acid is introduced into the digestive organs or applied to their external soI
parts. Under favorable moist conditions, the larvae lived three or four days, and were evidently nearly ready to pass into the chrysalid state.
Experiments with arsenic acid, used however in too concentrated a...
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