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Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans is currently re-viewing the MMPA to determine what changes need to be made during
this reau-thorization process. Subcommittee Chairman Wayne Gilchrest and | introduced H. R. 2693, the Marine Mammal Protection Act
Amendments of 2003, on July 10, 2003. Section 7 of this bill authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to conduct re-search on the non-lethal removal
and control of nuisance pinnipeds. This hearing will better define the scope of these interaction issues and hopefully, from the testi-mony, we can
determine if additional changes to the MMPA are necessary. The MMPA is an interesting law because in many ways it is more restrictive than the
Endangered Species Act. However, unlike that statute, its coverage is uniform regardless of whether a population of marine mammal species is
growing, decreas-ing, or stable. There is no distinction. One of the primary goals of the MMPA is to restore or maintain marine mammal populations
to their optimum sustainable pop-ulation. In addition, the MMPA requires the same protections for all marine mam-mals regardless of their
population status. Therefore, robust populations of California sea lions receive the same protections as endangered northern right whales. In the
1970s when the MMPA was first enacted marine mammals needed across the board protections due to overall declining populations numbers.
However, thirty years later the Act has been very successful in rebuilding many marine mammal stocks. While | believe there should be protections
for marine mammals, we need to find a proper balance which allows the children of La Jolla to use their beach, recreational fishermen to land an
entire salmon, not just part of it, and boaters to access their...
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