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National Parks Coordinated Management Framework Draft The national park units of South Florida contain the remaining elements of a vast,
interrelated ecosystem and linkages to the cultural heritage of this country. The crystal water and brick fort of Dry Tortugas National Park, the
gleaming water and striking coral reefs of Biscayne National Park, the river of grass and Ten Thousand islands of Everglades National Park, and the
vast cypress, prairie, and pine upland of Big Cypress National Preserve represent the South Florida found by the Spanish explorers in the early 16th
century. Collectively, these units of the national park system protect hundreds of thousands of acres that embody some of the best and most
complete examples of the natural and cultural history of South Florida. Each was set aside by Congress for distinct purposes based on the special
and individual significance of each site. These national park units belong to all of the people of this nation. This unique idea was first expressed in
1872 when, in creating Yellowstone National Park, Congress decreed that some of the nation s natural inheritance be preserved in perpetuity for uses
other than material gain. Some park purposes share common bonds, others may be difficult to integrate. All are important to the significance of
these sites and to their user and constituency groups. As the entire South Florida region begins to recognize the contribution that this unique system
of natural areas has on the quality of human life, citizens and governments are embracing integrated ecosystem management philosophies to
sustain that quality of life. The parks have long understood that they cannot effectively manage their resources without including their users,
supporters, and neighbors in...
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