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In this passage there is an allusion to the ancient games of Greece. The members of the church at Corinth could not fail to take notice of the
allusion, or to perceive the lesson which the apostle would have them learn from the fact mentioned in the text. For ages the Isthmian games had
been celebrated, with great splendour, almost within the precincts of their city. No one was permitted to enter the lists, unless he had submitted to
the prescribed discipline: and no one was crowned, however successful, unless he conformed in all respects to the established rules. During the
contests, the combatants were encouraged by the presence and the applause of the immense concourse assembled, from all parts of Greece, to
witness their exploits, and to bear home in triumph the successful competitor. To these things the Apostle also alludes in his 2nd Epistle to Timothy;
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