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wooden, northern, and inartificial congestion of Houses. - John Evelyn s description of London before the fire So I was called for, and did tell the
King and Duke of York what I saw, and that unless His Majesty did command houses to be pulled down nothing could stop the fire. They seemed
much troubled, and the King commanded me to go to my Lord Mayor from him, and command him to spare no houses, but to pull down before
the fire every way. - Samuel Pepys In the 17th century, the people of London could boast that they had developed some of the most advanced
firefighting technology and methods in the world, including the use of primitive fire engines. There were even vendors of such machines who
advertised in papers of their machines abilities to quench great fires. Of course, even with trained firefighters and new devices, the most skillful
eDorts could still prove limited in the face of a giant fire, as Rome had learned over 1500 years earlier and as Chicago would learn nearly 200 years
later. In fact, one of the primary reasons London developed ways to fight fires was the fact that the city was particularly vulnerable. Although
London was over 1500 years old and sat at the heart of the British Empire, most of the buildings were made of wood, and the city was overcrowded,
in part due to the fact that city planners worked with and around the ancient Roman fortifications that had been constructed to defend it. As such,
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