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propound a certain analysis of categorical propositions of the forms S is P, S is not P, to show that
this is the only general analysis which it is possible to accept, and to indicate its bearing upon logical
science. We need propositions of these forms for significant assertion, and without them no
satisfactory statement can be given of the three fundamental laws of thought. The first two of these
are commonly formulated as (1) Ais A, (2) A is not non-A, and the third sometimes as A is either A or
non-A. Desperate efforts have been made by logicians to give a valuable meaning to Ais A ; but if A
is A, interpreted as A is A, is retained as the first fundamental law, there is no possible passage from
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